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WACKER DRIVE RECONSTRUCTION
Chicago, lllinois

Winner - AlA Chicago HONORMWARD - 2005

JLA acted as historic preservation consultant for the reconstruction of
this historic two-level roadwayvorking closely with a lare architect/
engineering team, state preservatidicizls and the City of Chicago to
catalog, replace and/or retain all historic materials.

» Construction Documents
* Historic Documentation (HAER)Section 106 Review
» Constructioddministration

The Chicago Department dfansportation was reconstructing and im-
proving this 74-yeaold roadway viaduct in compliance with modern
standardsThe objective was to dismantle the original limestone clad-
ding, restore it and re-mount it on the new highway structure.

A historic preservation consultant was required to oversee disassembf .
cleaning and restoration of the 1926tone facades and stairways, bronze
light fixtures and ornamental ironworkidde balustrades and other de-
teriorated elements needed to be replaced with appropriately desngnﬂ
new stoneWork on the historic roadway components needed to be co
ordinated with the complex reconstruction.

A conditions assessmeti¢termined feasibility of restoration versus re-
placement based on condition, suitability for integration into new struc-
ture, and desire to preserve historic architectural featlirdsworked

closely with the state historic preservatiofiaaf to develop criteria for
conservation versus replacement. JLA developed documentation sta
dards and a database system to identify thousands of stone and me
architectural elements and track each iterastoration.

Throughout the project, JLA served as liaison to state historic preserv:
tion officials to develop a preservation plan ensuring project conformity,
with state and federal requiremeritse HistoricAmerican Engineering
Record (HAER) documentation included archival drawinggeldor
mat photographs and a historic narrative.
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