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GLESSNER HOUSE MUSEUM
Chicago, lllinois

JLA completed a comprehensive HistoricuSture Report (HSR) of the
Glessner House Museum and directed the exterior preservation work as
recommended in the report.

« Historic Sructure Report
¢ ConditioAssessment & Recommendations
 Construction Documents
» ConstructioAdministration
« Getty Foundation Grant Propogéiting (Technical Sections)

This National Historic Landmark was designed by H.H. Richardson in
1886. In the mid-1990s JLéompleted an HSR for the Chicag§yachi-
tecture Foundation which researched and analyzed generations of mod-
ernization, use and restoration campaigihgs report became the basis

for a $250,000 Getty Grant that was matched by the City of Chicago
andprivate donors and enabled an overdue exterior courtyard restoration.

The restoration returned the courtyard to its original appearance, based
on historic photographs. Masonry surfaces and the clay tile roof were
chemically cleaned, revealing the buildiagiriginal salmon pink
appearance. Pink granite was obtained from the original, but defunct,
Massachusetts quarryhe concrete drive was rebuilt according to
Richardsors original plans, and the grounds were regraded for proper
drainage.

The deteriorated, curved masonry porch was disassembled and recon-
structed on new footingEhe kitchen porch, removed in the 1970s, was
rebuilt according to historic photographs using salvaged Chicago com-
mon brick and Niagara limestone. Double-hung wood windows were
restored using epoxy wood repair techniqde original paint colgr
established from historic paint analysis, was returned to the wood win-
dows and trim, and to all iron elements in the courtyard.
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