
GOVERNOR DUNCAN MANSION AND PARK
Jacksonville, Illinois

JLA completed a four-volume Historic Structure Report and recom-
mendations for restoration for this National Register of Historic Places
property in downstate Illinois.

Services

•  Historic Structures Report
•  Condition Assessment
•  Restoration Plan

Issues

The Governor Duncan Mansion, built in 1834 served as the governor’s
residence in the 1840s. Subsequent owners included the State, who used
the mansion as the “School for Feeble-Minded Children” in the 1850s,
Gov.  Duncan’s descendants, and the Daughters of the American Revo-
lution, who each made changes to the structure and grounds.

In 2001, a State of Illinois DCCA grant appropriated funds for a His-
toric Structure Report (HSR) and stipulated that the document be pre-
pared using standards set by the General Services Administration.

Solutions

Historic research and document discovery covered the building, the
surrounding site, adjacent park and associated persons – from Gov.
Duncan through all subsequent owners. A condition assessment was
completed including a forensic study that involved investigative probes
into key areas to review hidden elements, aiding in restoration recom-
mendations. The final phased-plan recommendations and associated cost
estimates will provide the basis for future preservation work.

Consultants provided specialty services, such as the paint and wallpa-
per finishes analyses.  Another consultant completed a thorough archaeo-
logical study of the site, finding extensive Duncan family domestic frag-
ments and the original foundation, proving that the building was moved
approximately 50 feet. The four-volume final HSR includes charts,
schedules, timelines and images, and is now part of the Illinois Historic
Preservation Agency archive.
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