
FREDERICK CHOPIN ELEMENT ARY SCHOOL
Chicago, Illinois

JLA provided complete renovation and restoration services for masonry,
roofing, windows, doors and iron fencing, returning this Chicago el-
ementary school building to its former glory.

Services

•  Scope & Condition Review
•  Construction Documents for Renovation
     - Masonry Restoration & Cleaning
     - Roofing Repair
     - Window Renovation & Replacement
     - Exterior Door Replacement
     - Masonry & Iron Site Fence Restoration
•  Construction Administration

Issues

Designed in 1917, this elegant structure boasts multiple colors of brick
and detailed limestone ornamentation. However, its original grandeur
had faded due to weather and historically incompatible improvements.
The majority of the heavily soiled exterior walls had never been tuck-
pointed. Replacement windows needed repair, and one facade required
replacement of all windows. The exterior doors were in poor condition
and not in keeping with the original design. Surrounding the site, a de-
teriorated masonry and iron fence had become hazardous to both stu-
dents and passers-by.

Solutions

After reviewing the existing condition of the exterior envelope, JLA
issued recommendations to the school. A renovation design was devel-
oped, and construction documents followed. A full exterior cleaning
and complete repointing restored the building’s facade. New masonry
units replaced badly damaged pieces from the limestone watertable,
while less severe defects were repaired using appropriate techniques.

Roofing and drainage systems were repaired. The east facade received
new windows, and an inspection led to repairs and replacements else-
where. All exterior entrances were replaced with new doors and frames
in keeping with the original character of the building, and the surround-
ing fence was restored and is safe once again.
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